
 
  

I hear it now and o’er and o’er 
Eternal greetings to the Dead 

And ‘Ave, Ave, Ave’ said 
“Adieu, adieu” for evermore 

(In Memoriam – Alfred, Lord Tennyson) 
 
 
We have threaded our way centennial by solemn centennial to the Armistice of 1918. The Europe of Empires 
that went off to war upon a starting gun fired by a lone assassin in Sarajevo in June 1914 had fully expected 
that there would be a quick victory to celebrate with a Christmas homecoming. By 1918, tutored by the bitter 
disappointment of victory ceaselessly postponed and, with the flower of youthful hope hopelessly entombed 
under the mudslides of trench warfare or maimed and unmanned by their injuries, there was no English 
village; no hamlet left untouched. This was true hereabouts as the many war memorials serve still to remind 
us village by village.  So, when Victory came in that November of 1918, elation was stained with inconsolable 
tears and joy was mingled with weary relief.  
 
The guns fell silent on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918. Since that silence 
we have kept the moment sacred in a festival for the war dead. In Benson, the History Group led by Janet 
Burt and Sue Brown have played an important part in an imaginative exhibition mounted in the parish to 
commemorate the end of the Great War. The History Group’s web page www.bensingtonhistory.org remains 
a wonderful place, particularly for newcomers to our village, to learn something of its history not only through 
the wars of the last century but from earliest times.  
 
Last month’s meeting of the Society was very much focused upon encouraging those new to the village to 
join the Bensington Society. We had a good response to our offer of a free talk and supper. We gained 
several valuable new members. Chris Ward speaking to us on Oman – a land of a thousand eagles talked 
engagingly and knowledgably about Oman and Chris’s enthusiasm for ornithology was brought to life by 
magnificent photographs he shared with us.  
 
The monthly meetings take place in the Village Hall. They include a supper for the unbelievably good price 
of £4. There is a licensed bar and there is usually also a chance to get up-dated on various developments in 
the Village which are of interest to the Society. For example, the redevelopments at the school were noted in 
the last meeting. That continues to be a subject of concern more widely in the Village. 
 
The Committee has long recognised that there may also be an appetite amongst society membership for an 
opportunity more fully to discuss local matters of interest and it is hoped to put some suggestions to the next 
meetings as to how this might be arranged in the future.  
 
At the last meeting Joan Weedon announced that the outing to Salisbury had to be cancelled because the 
Christmas Market there has now been restricted to weekends only. It was noted that the small group 
organising outings had done a splendid job this year. One of the suggestions for the future is to try to dovetail 
some of Talks subjects with the outing program.  
 
The October meeting is to feature India Revisited – a rail trip around Southern India – by the former chair 
of the society, George Verdon.  With the many new photographs, George’s talk promises not only to reprise 
the one earlier in sabotaged by computer gremlins but also to cover new ground as well. I will report more 
fully next month.   
 
David McGill announced that the search amongst our membership for new committee members continued. 
David reported John Murphy has agreed in principle to stand for election as Secretary on the retirement of 
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Paul Booker at the next AGM which would mean that the role of Talks Secretary would need to be filled in 
January. It was suggested that perhaps – as with the outings – a small group of members might like to take 
on the task. It was noted that there was a program in place to April 2020 which should ease the burden on 
those agreeing to take on the role.  
 
Some also had raised concerns over the scope of the talks and there was an informal questionnaire left on 
the tables at the last meeting. Generally, it was felt the balance was about right. However, and very usefully, 
this did result in a number of speakers and subjects being brought to the attention of the committee. These 
we promise will all be taken on board as we devise future programs for talks.  
 
Please remember that there is no talk at the end of November, as the Annual Christmas Meeting takes place 
on 7th December.  Please put the date in your seasonal diaries treat yourselves to some light-hearted fun 
which will make the preparations for Christmas seem less of a challenge. The entertainment will be “Fun at 
the musicals” featuring Jim Mitchell with his new partner Oliver Williams.  

 
With Christmas peeping over the edge of the horizon perhaps this is an opportune moment to remind 
everyone of the various books on Village past and present that you can obtain via the Bensington Society 
Web site: www.bensington-society.com.  
 
This by its turn returns me to Tennyson’s In Memoriam. Christmas 1918 crept upon a grieving world newly 
come to a halting peace. 
 

Again at Christmas did we weave 
The Holly round the Christmas hearth 
The silent snow possess’d the earth 
And calmly fell our Christmas Eve. 

The yule-clog sparkled keen with frost 
No wing of wind the region swept 
But over all things brooding slept 

The quiet sense of something lost. 
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