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And thought before I had done 
Of a mocking tale or a gibe 

To please a companion 
Around the fire at the club, 

Being certain that they and I 
But lived where motley is worn: 
All changed, changed utterly: 

A terrible beauty is born. 
(W.B Yeats Easter 1916) 

 
It is Easter that gives the English language the term “moveable feast” which has come to mean so much more than the 
sum of its original religious parts.  Easter has no fixed date but rather falls between 22nd March and 25th April. This year 
we have a late Easter. Late Easters were times for my Irish parents to offer some account of that iconic Easter Rising 
which already by the time they were born - barely ten years after those rebel helmets has glistened in the spring sunshine 
of that politely trimmed well-to-do enclave of eighteenth-century-Dublin, St Stephen’s Green. From the events of 24th 
April 1916, we can establish that it takes but a very few men and fewer women and a lost cause to tilt events enough to 
change History’s course. 
 

Changing History’s course was very much the eye-catching ambition of Englishman Cardinal Thomas Wolsey who 
happens to have been the subject of the Society’s March talk to the society.  As I write this piece for the Bulletin 
Professor Richardson will not yet have spoken to the Society, although I have been lucky enough to see some of the 
early drafts of Glenn’s new book on this great figure from Tudor history, and I know the Society will be in for stimulating 
and interesting evening at the end of March.  
 

By way of contrast with History’s great if not necessarily good, our 26th April talk, will be much more a matter of cakes 
and ale as Chris Hearn speaks about the Loddon Brewery and we will have a chance to taste the fruits of his micro-
brewing labours. Cakes and ale will still be on the menu when Toni Mount addresses the Society on 31st May on the 
subject of “the Medieval Housewife”. Toni, who is an accomplished historical novelist, will also speak on the Saturday 
1st June in an author talk sponsored by the Friends of Benson Library. You may want to put both days in your diary. 
Other diary dates include the Society Outings on 23rd May to Polseden Lacey and a particularly interesting trip on 
27th June, if you’ve never done it, is to Weald & Downland Living Museum near the fine old city of Chichester with its 
rather remarkable cathedral. 
 

I should make mention of Gordon Rogers talk to the Society on the subject of “the Sky at Night -with a bit of a laugh.” 
Whilst I was wet in Hawaii and California and Georgia apparently Gordon gently rained down humour in his talk on this 
amazing subject of the worlds that presently remain beyond our reach but that sparkle in our night sky and still light the 
imaginations of mankind. 
 

I see in my absence we lost our Greengrocer and Florist, but I understand our butcher shop will renew its lease. Not 
only should we wish Steve and Karen well, but we should understand that the range of small businesses of every local 
variety can only survive in the village if we give them our custom. 
 

This brings me to that dirty word in the village lexicon - development.  Last month we reported to the Society that the 
CPRE had warned us of another plan for new housing in South Oxfordshire. It seems the South Oxfordshire District 
Council (SODC), despite the fact of all the current house-building underway in our area, much of which is currently 
without much in the way of supporting infrastructure, will sponsor the building a further 30,000 houses, in return for a 
slice of central government funds. The CPRE Report has been made available to members of the Society but there are 
links are on our Web Page which should enable those interested to read the proposals for themselves and take a view 
on them.  It is now too late to write to the District Council directly on this plan but perhaps it is timely to remind everyone 
that we have elections hereabout for the South Oxfordshire District Council this May.   
 

At the end of June, the Society takes is summer break until the latter part of September. The first talk of the autumn on 
27th September will be by Dr Caroline Bowden who will talk about local Recusant families who sent their daughter to the 
Convent at Bruges.  On 19th September there is an outing to the Battle of Britain Bunker in Hillingdon.    
 

Like the Battle of Britain or D Day, the events of the Easter 1916 in Ireland quickly came to myth and even the dowdy 
green the rebels wore came to own a romantic élan. Most often for our myths there is a price to pay, as Yeats most 
eloquently acknowledged: 
 

Too long a sacrifice 
Can make a stone of the heart. 

O when may it suffice? 
That is Heaven's part, our part 
To murmur name upon name… 

 


