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                         It was a bright and cheerful afternoon, 

Towards the end of the sunny month of June, 
When the north wind congregates in crowds 
The floating mountains of the silver clouds 

From the horizon–and the stainless sky 
Opens beyond them like eternity   (Percy Bysshe Shelley) 

 
By the time you read this we will better know if June has been as bright and cheerful as Shelley painted it. These few 
days before Whitsun have been dull and dank. I was meant to be in Bamburgh, but I’ve been housebound as builders 
and plasterers have returned bringing a dusty mistral in their wake. Consequently, my jaundiced weather-eye cannot 
quite perceive Summer’s glory. Despite being dry, the days are still nippy, so my short-sleeved shirts and shorts remain 
safely mothballed. Perhaps I’ve been spoilt by last year’s hazy days that lasted into long warm nights that could be 
passed in the garden with an ice-cold beer or sherbet tinted rosé with strawberries.  
 

Exotic fruits - Levantine figs, sultanas, prunes were the caviar of the Middle Ages as our speaker Toni Mount reminded 
us in her talk on Medieval housewifery. Toni dazzled and beguiled and entertained in equal measure. She is an 
accomplished social historian as well as an historical novelist and Benson Library will have some copies of her books 
for those who wish to become better acquainted with her work. After a successful evening she has promised she will 
return to the Society on another occasion.  
 

Toni’s talk is rather complemented by the Society outing to the Weald and Downland Museum on 27th June with its 
replica Anglo Saxon Hall House and regular programme of demonstrations, including milling and cooking in a Tudor 
Kitchen. Our two further outings this year take place after the summer break. The Battle of Britain Bunker is on 19th 
September and The Post Office and Railway Museum on 14th October. Places on these outings can still be booked.  
 

On September 27th Dr Caroline Bowden will speak about Thames Valley Recusant families and the English Convents 
in Europe (1600- 1800). On October 28th Mark Lewis will speak on William Morris and the Arts and Crafts Movement. I 
know it may seem even more inappositely early to make mention of Christmas but please note the December meeting 
of the Society this year will be on December 13th, which is the second Friday of the month and not the usual first Friday. 
It is a Flannagan and Allen tribute, with plenty of opportunities for a sing-along. All monthly meetings take place in the 
Village Hall from 7.00pm and are open both to members and non -members and feature both a licensed bar and a £5.00 
supper.  
 

Our first trip to Polesden Lacey was a great success. The house possesses much of the Edwardian grandeur of the 
heyday of country house weekends of shooting and fishing and of elaborate teas elaborately served on lawns and white 
tie dinners, meandering through multiple courses served late into the night, ending for the gentlemen with brandy, and 
cigars in the billiard room, and for the ladies, corseted in rich damasks and rustling silks, cossetting with sweet liqueurs, 
small talk and match-making in formal drawing rooms. A bygone age indeed.  
 

Speaking of the past, the History Group web page with its many activities researching the past of the village matters is 
always well worth checking out at www.bensingtonhistory.org Please note there is also a special offer on the various 
local history books sponsored by the Society. They can be found at Derry’s Den next to the Co-op on the High. These 
may be of interest to newcomers to the village. The Society’s own web page www.bensingtonsociety.com as well as 
covering the schedule of talks and outings has the latest news about developments in the village and the implementation 
of the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 

News on the Rialto: it is reported that the Crown, the listed pub at the top of the High Street, is now for sale. Given the 
expansion of housing underway it would be sad if the village was left with only a single pub. A second shop in the small 
parade has now closed. We all say in principle that we value our local stores but if they are not used, they will not 
survive.  
 

On behalf of all the Committee I wish you the best of summers and I hope the gods of the Seasons will smile upon the 
long days to come. Mind you, the hot nights of a hot summer can make sleep difficult. The restlessness sometimes 
leads to the sort of vivid dreams vividly reimagined by the Lord Chancellor’s “Nightmare Song” in Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
Iolanthe. On other nights a calmer mood brings more wistful thoughts to mind:  
 

Oft, in the stilly night, 

Ere slumber's chain has bound me, 

Fond Memory brings the light of other days around me: 

The smiles, the tears of boyhood's years, 

The words of love then spoken; 

The eyes that shone, now dimmed and gone, 

       The cheerful hearts now broken!   (Thomas Moore) 

 


